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S
T E P H E N
S O N D H E I M
and James Lapine’s

1987 musical Into the Woods is a fairy tale

minus the fairy tale ending. As Stephen

Lukas, a senior from Kennebunk, ME, points

out, “We recognize these characters from

childhood stories, but after Cinderella visits

the ball or Jack climbs the beanstalk, in Into

the Woods they must deal with serious conse-

quences. We get to see how they react when

their lives are endangered by their own care-

less actions.” But Into the Woods had a very

happy ending for Lukas and the more than

40 other students who made up the cast and

crew of the ambitious production staged

March 4 to 6 at the Academy.As directed by

drama instructor Amy Chartoff, with musical

direction by Jean Strazdes and technical

direction by Cary Wendell, Into the Woods was

imaginatively staged, exuberantly performed

and lushly sung.“Being onstage was just . . .

happiness,” says senior Mijon Zulu of Suffern,

NY.“We were so excited to do this show and

do it well.” Here, students share what they

found when they went into the woods.

‘Into
the

Woods’
(In Their 

Own Words)
Photos by Art Durity

Judith Dry ’05, The Witch
(with Marina Evans ’05 as Rapunzel)
“There is no easy way to find inspiration for performing
a song. It just has to hit you.When I first sang the song
‘Last Midnight,’ something was missing. Mrs. Chartoff
suggested I simply move to the piano music without
singing the words. I started timidly, not knowing what to
do.Then I began twisting my fingers into defined claws
that later became an integral part of my character. My
movements became bigger, and I forgot that anyone was
watching me. After that rehearsal, Mrs. Chartoff and I
looked at each other, as if to silently acknowledge that
we knew the show was going to come together.”

Stephen Lukas ’05, Jack
“I think Into the Woods contains
some of the richest material ever
written for musical theater.The appar-
ent contradiction between Sondheim’s
rhythmic patter songs and his soaring,
legato melodies makes the music chal-
lenging, but also an excellent learning
tool for any musical performer. Plus, the
musical styles are so closely linked to the
character’s emotions. In the song ‘Giants
in the Sky,’ Jack progresses from nervous-
ness to excitement, from relief to utter joy
at having seen the world of the Giants above
the clouds. The song, and the direction I
received, forced me to do more than simply sing
well; I had to really question Jack’s motivations and try
to experience his whole story for myself.That’s what’s so
wonderful about theater at Exeter: it allows you to put on a
dazzling show, while approaching the material from an academic
standpoint—something, I feel, that will give me a deeper, more
intellectual base for my acting in years to come.”

Christina Murdock ’05, Florinda (second from left)
(with Thalassa Raasch ’05 as Lucinda, Heather Carmichael ’05 as 
Cinderella, Michelle Ramadan ’06 as Cinderella’s Stepmother)
“I loved playing Cinderella’s stepsister, not only because of her
Goldilocks wig and hoopskirt ball gown, but also because of the
competitive and jealous dynamic between the two stepsisters. In
my own life, I am a younger sister, so I had a blast taking on the
role of the bossy, condescending older sister in the play.” 
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